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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
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Welcome to the AONB's Review of the Year for 2017. We hope that you find the contents inspiring and useful in understanding
some of the behind-the-scenes work and context for our important and stunningly beautiful part of the Devon coast.

With a hard-working and energetic team, a great deal has been achieved and even
more facilitated during this last year. We would like to say a big thank you and
good luck to Gigha Klinkenborg who has left the AONB after nine years as our
administrator. It would be impossible to commend all that has happened here but
several projects stand out. The successes of the Devon Greater Horseshoe Bat
Project and our Coastal Creatures initiative have really inspired many people to

be engaged with our communal work.

Supporting the AONB team is a vibrant Partnership and, in particular, we should
thank the two District Councils and the County Council for their support and funding;
theirs is an essential contribution to match Defra funds that enables a huge amount
to be done, much of which you will read about here.

As we go into the challenges of a new year, it is pleasing to note the Government's
strong and public national support of AONBs through their 2018 document,

‘A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment'. This gives us a very
positive platform on which to build.
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Steve Mulberry
North Devon Coast AONB Partnership Chairman
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HIGHLIGHTS 2017
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Thank you to Project Funders in 2017: Coastal Creatures - Heritage Lottery Fund, Tesco Bags of Help, -
~ Torridge District Council and Coastwise ND; Combe Martin Bioblitz - North Devon Councillors;
= _Lgt_e_ Bay Bioblitz - Fullabrook CIC and Marine Blolo'cal Association.
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There was a significant increase in 2017 in planning work for the AONB Partnership, reflecting the
development pressure on the coast and the take-up of pre-application advice. The approach taken by the
Partnership is to balance sustainable development with landscape and heritage priorities, working
closely with the three local planning authorities. A measure of success is the high number of final
decisions matching our recommendation, when we commented on applications and appeals.

A total of 87 planning
responses were given by
the Partnership in 2017

Two-thirds of the planning
responses given were in
North Devon and one-third
were in Torridge

One-fifth of planning responses
were for pre-application advice

97% of final decisions matched
the recommendations of the
Partnership

Thank you to our Planning Panel
members and contractors for their
help and expertise.



Events: With ambitions to engage a wider audience, we took our AONB display
and activity stands to two new events in 2017 - Hartland Parish Open Day in May
and the North Devon Diversity Festival in Barnstaple in July. Both events were very
successful for us and have led to new contacts and project developments.

Working Regionally and Nationally: At the Landscapes for Life (NAAONB) 2017
conference, we were shortlisted for the Bowland Award, with Cat Oliver showcasing
the achievements of our Coastal Creatures project in its first year to a national
audience. We continue to work closely with the other four Devon AONBs and
participate in the South West Protected Landscapes Forum, sharing experiences
and information, as well as joint work on a range of activities. We have contributed
to a number of initiatives from the Devon Local Nature Partnership, ranging
from promoting Naturally Healthy May activities, contributing to a Natural Capital
report for the Heart of the SW Local Enterprise Partnership’s ‘Productivity Plan’
and engaging with their Naturally Healthy Working Group.

Social Media continues to play a key role in our communications. We have
engaged the local marine, schools and scientific communities through our
#WhatsThatWednesday posts, and have worked with other AONBs and national
partners through the #OutstandingHour posts from 1-2pm on Wednesdays.

Engaging Children and Young People: The two wildlife projects on coastal
species and bats have provided us with fantastic opportunities to engage with
local schools and colleges. These have ranged from fun activities on the beach,
to scientific surveys, guided walks and formal scientific training. Both projects will
leave a legacy through new knowledge and skills among teaching staff and local
volunteers, so that this work can be continued.
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Coastal Creatures - Work Placement
This project has provided eight work
placement opportunities for local
students. Myles Howard from
Woolacombe, studying Environmental
Sciences at Bournemouth University,
spent seven weeks in the summer with
AONB Officer Cat Oliver. He said:

“The AONB has provided me with a

more detailed knowledge of the coast

and the many organisms which live

on and around it. Thanks to the project

equipment, | was able to record and

00Kk at GIS data, something I will be
dying next year. | had amazing

~experiences, ranging from the boat trip

along the whole coast to carry out a

national seabird survey with officers
from the National Trust, RSPB and
Natural England, to attending the SW
Protected Landscapes Forum, which
gave me a regional perspective with
expert speakers.

“The opportunity to work with groups
of all ages has helped develop my
teaching skills through beach cleans,
strandline surveys, rockpooling and
mud-dipping. | also wrote the
#WhatsThatWednesday social media
posts, which required detailed research
on a different coastal species each
week. | want to say thank you to the
whole AONB team and the|r partner
organlsatlonsr” —




Devon Greater Horseshoe Bat Project
2017 saw a wide range of surveys to
understand more about the location
and movements of bats in summer and
winter. The Braunton area continues
to be the main focus due to the nearby
maternal roost. Devon Wildlife Trust is
working closely with local farmers to
improve habitats and food sources for
bats, through help with countryside
stewardship applications.

Local volunteers have borrowed survey
equipment to monitor areas across the
whole of North Devon and Torridge
providing data about all bat species.
2018 will focus on developing Braunton:
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Health and Wellbeing

As a nationally protected landscape, the AONB is for everyone and has an
important role to play in contributing to the health and wellbeing of residents
and visitors. Research has demonstrated that contact with nature, particularly in
coastal locations and doing worthwhile activities, can provide some of the
greatest benefits for physical and mental health. So what is the AONB doing?

Through our Coastal Creatures project we are offering training, volunteering and
activities on our beaches for all ages and interests. These range from wildlife
surveys and beach cleans to creative and sporting activities.

We commissioned local research on ‘Naturally Healthy Activities' in the AONB to
understand more about the opportunities and barriers. This showed that

access to the coast and countryside is not easy, with barriers including transport,
challenging terrain, cost and confidence. We will be taking forward the report’s
recommendations in 2018.

We are promoting our Sustainable Development Fund’s small grants to help local

:glaups to try new activities in the AONB.

U_nderstan'chng Coastal Change
The AONB Projects Officer, Dave Edgcombe, delivered ten talks on the theme of
~Coastal Change during 2017 to a wide range of audiences across North Devon

Morte Point (by Neville Stanikk)

and Torridge. The-aim was to increase understanding of the coastal Iandscape.._-_'; ~

and—the lmpactS‘of development Ié'r'\"d-use andcllmate change on'its natura‘f
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SDF SMALL GRANTS

The Sustainable Development
Fund provides small grants for
community, agency or business
projects that contribute to the
AONB socially, economically or
environmentally. In 2017/18 we
offered grants to 13 projects.
Here are 10 examples:
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FUND GRANTS IN 2017/18
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We awarded 13 Sustainable
Development Fund grants

totalling £24,'| OZ towards

projects worth £96k e

£1

grant offered, a further
£3 is secured to
benefit the AONB

v\

*SDF grants are 100% funded by Defra to help deliver actions in the North Devon Coast AONB Management Plan

project

North Devon

Small grants engage
communities with their
AONB - they have
contributed

£15,000

of volunteer time g
Y PPy W

projects
in Torridge

projects
across the
whole AONB
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PERSONAL STORIES:
——

“A FAMILY'S EXPERIEN
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We always spend a lot of our time in,
next to, on top of and by the sea in
North Devon, and our absolute
favourite person to do any activities with
last year was Cat Oliver as she always
made everything SO much fun.

Our first activity was extreme beach
cleaning at Hartland Quay. We wore
hard hats and harnesses to abseil down
to the inaccessible beach and collect as
much litter as we could. It was far easier
going down than climbing back up!
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We collected bags and bags of marine
litter — the more you looked the more
you found - and afterwards we all went
to the pub for hot chocolate. Awesome!!

Another time, at a Coastal Creatures
event, we made sand sculptures of real
marine creatures - no mermaids
allowed. We made a pipefish, which
involved lots of discussions about
where exactly to place its fins and
explaining what exactly a pipefish

is - a straightened-out seahorse.

At a ‘rockpool detective’ quiz at
Westwood Ho!, you had to work out
which creature was being referred to,
then find and photograph that animal
- we got absolutely soaked looking for
shore crabs and turning over rocks
for elusive chitons.

We went to a workshop about how to
take photos of marine creatures led by
Maya Plass. We loved pressing seaweed
and have now framed some, so you
can see the exquisite wonders in their
full beauty!

On the bat walk at the Lee Bay BioBlitz
they had a sensor which, when it heard
the bats using echo location, identified

heard any bats before and suddenly we
heard nearly every native bat there is
and saw quite a few as well - there was
an amazing long-eared bat in a garage
that flew right over our heads and its
ears really were ENORMOUS; it looked
a bit rabbit-like.

All-in-all a wonderful year by the sea -
thank you Cat!
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 2017/18 *
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Income - total £240,055 Expenditure - total £229,633

Projects

Funding Projects 24%
23%

Defra 58% Salaries 49%

North Devon RERRE
Council 7% Sustainable
Development

Fund 10%

Torridge District

Council 7% BEEERETEEREE
Planning contracts 5%

Devon County - 0
Council 5% Monitoring 1% .

* Office Costs 4%

Events, Publicity,

Interpretation 4% Partnership

working 3%

* |ndicative data as at January 2018 for income and expenditure




LOOKING FORWARD

‘A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment': This
2018 could have significant impacts on our AONB. These include a review of protecte
National Parks, and changes to policies on managing land sustainably, connecting people
efficiency and securing clean seas. Part of the Plan involves testing new approaches and inno
practice. Four areas have been selected to ‘pioneer’ a Natural Capital approach to environmental enha
Devon Biosphere Reserve area is both a Landscape Pioneer and Marine Pioneer (alongside Cumbria, Manche
Suffolk). We are already involved in the discussions and development work led by Natural England and the Marin
Management Organisation, because the AONB is at the core of the Biosphere area.

Coastal Heritage - Hillforts and WW2 Sites: AONB partners have been working together to address some of the ‘historic
environment’ policies and actions in the AONB Management Plan relating to hillforts, WW2 sites and heritage on the
Hartland peninsula. This has been brought together in a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund with match funding and delivery
commitments from North Devon Archaeological Society, Devon County Historic Environment team, the National Trust, North
Devon Museum, Hartland Parish Council and North Devon+. Work is planned from spring 2018 depending on funding bids.

Devon Greater Horseshoe Bat project: The Devon Wildlife Trust team will be focussing on the Combe Martin area to
engage the community in understanding and finding out more about their bat populations following the local survey work.

Management Plan Review and Consultations: The five-yearly review of the AONB Management Plan will be taking place in
2018/19. This important process is to ensure that the Plan’'s objectives and policies are fit for purpose to accommodate new
challenges and opportunities for the designated AONB area and its communities. All views are welcome, please subscribe
to our e-news to keep informed. Contact us: aonb@devon.gov.uk
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North Devon Coast Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Taw View, North Walk, Barnstaple, North Devon EX31 1EE
T: 01271 388758 @ E: aonb@devon.gov.uk ® W: www.northdevon-aonb.org.uk
Twitter: @explorethecoast ® Facebook: North Devon Coast AONB
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